What does "respect for embryos" mean in the context of stem cell research?
This article addresses two questions: 1) how to understand "respect for embryos," and 2) whether the distinction between surplus embryos from in vitro fertilization and embryos created for research purposes has validity. I caution against confusing respect for embryos as a form of human life with the respect that persons, as autonomous agents, deserve. I also argue that there is no moral difference between research that uses spare embryos and research that uses embryos created for that purpose. The value of the research is what determines whether it accords with the principle of respect for embryos, not the source of the embryos.